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Castroville,  Medina   County9   Texas. 

Present, Owners     Fitzsimon jlst^te 

Sate of  SrecUoai     A1:out  1645 

Architect!     0 nkr. own 

■5-4Ate.i     ^-   Jarde 

Prose.nt.,.Opadi-t;,,\ojit     Fair 

Lumber  of Stories:     "Jwo 

LTaterials  of Construct ion;     Linestone,   cypress and  oak. 

Other .j&cistin^ He.G.orcIsi    Aoetract  in possession of father Fitzsimon, 
Sequin,  :j?exas. 

jVddi,tl,QAiU ,^a„: 

The Tarde Hotel, "built and operated for years as a hotel and 
sta^e coach relay station, was farsious for its cuisine. General Robert 
3«  Lee spent  the  ni^ht  there on two occasions. 

'Jhe house   is prirarily ?rench Vrorin.oi.al,   as were most   of the 
houses "built- at  that  time  in Castroville.     Jhe explanation op   such  sim- 
ilarity,   is  that  a family  of excellent  rock basons,  hy  the name  of 
-tjalbardier were brought   in v-'ith   tho colony by henry Castro.     They might 
he  .justly  called   the architects  or: all   tho  stone v.ork ho^inniiig in 
Castroville and  extending i.orth thru Fredericksburr.    However,   farther 
north   the houses  lose   some  of the  ?rench characteristics  and are  succ- 
eeded "by Teutonic  solidity and plainness. 

According to   the  old histories and   verbal histories  of  today, 
Castroville was  a veritable  tower  of 3ahel»   having  the  lan£ua&;es  of 
low and high  German,   Hollander  Dutch,   Spanish,  Portugese,   ?rench,   Eng- 
lish and  several   Indian dialects.     It   is still a village with a decided 
old world atmosphere. 
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The Tsrde house has  ei;;ht rooms,   two halls,  a porch two 
stories   in height  across the  front,   and a  small rear porch,     "he house 
has a very distinctive  stair and  rail. 

■This ir-forraation was  secured  from Louis   Ihnken of  Castroville, 
Texas. 
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